
NORTH NOWRA
VETERINARY HOSPITAL
SPRING NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2009

 PHONE 4423 1688 – 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

SPRING IS HERE!
And so are the ticks! The early hot weather means that paralysis 
ticks are already striking our pets, causing severe illness and 
even death. Paralysis ticks have a blue/grey body colour and 
often lodge themselves around the head, neck and forelimbs, 
however can be found anywhere on the body of an animal. 
Signs your pet may have a paralysis tick include wheezing and 
coughing, vomiting, hind limb weakness or complete collapse. 
During tick season it is important to check your animal for 
ticks daily, and to use a recognized tick preventative. Dogs can 
use Frontline or Advantix 
applied every two weeks, 
and for cats a Frontline 
spray every three weeks is 
recommended. If your pet 
starts to exhibit any of the 
symptoms of tick poisoning, 
call us immediately.

NEW ULTRASOUND AT NORTH NOWRA
We are pleased to announce the arrival of our new ultrasound 
machine which allows 
our vets to offer even 
better imaging services. 
Ultrasound is a non-
invasive diagnostic tool 
that is performed under 
sedation and simply 
requires an area of hair 
to be clipped so the 
probe can work. Quentin in particular is very excited about our 
new machine as he is studying ultrasound as a post graduate 
interest, and needs to practice looking at normal hearts and 
abdomens. If you would like to help Quentin with his studies, 
your pet may have a free abdominal or heart ultrasound. This 
would involve an hour of your pet’s time and an area of hair will 
be shaved. Please call us for more information.

CASE STUDY: ERIC RUNS AGAIN!
Eric is a beautiful poodle who came to the clinic with a back leg 
lameness. Quentin quickly diagnosed the problem as a ruptured 
cranial cruciate ligament. This condition requires surgery to 
be repaired. We were able to perform a T.T.A surgery (Tibial 
Tuberosity Advancement). This surgery is commonly done by 
specialist orthopedic surgeons in Sydney. This procedure has 
a much faster recover time: 
Eric was happily 80% weight 
bearing on the leg only 10 days 
after surgery, and we are happy 
to report that he is now happily 
running about as normal! In the 
past, cruciate ligament surgery 
required a procedure that requires 
2-3 months convalescence.

INSURE YOUR PETS HEALTH
Pet insurance is a great way to make sure your four-legged 
friend can have the health care they deserve and helps you 
avoid unexpected bills! Pet insurance plans work in a similar 
way to human health insurance, where an annual premium is 
paid and then various health services are claimed against the 
policy. Imagine your animal ruptures a cruciate ligament or gets 
pancreatitis, you pay the bill then the insurance company re-
imburses you all except the excess of $100. There are many 
policies on the market, so please pick up a brochure today or 
speak to any of the staff about pet insurance.

STAFF PETS  Julie is our star 
receptionist who has been with the 
practice for an amazing twelve years! 
She is a qualified veterinary nurse who is 
expert in pet care areas such as nutrition 
and flea and tick prevention. Julie has 

two lucky cats that she adopted through our kitten adoption 
program: Henry who is now 11 years old, and Sadie who is 12.  


